KENILWORTH   CASTLE

pany with one of the ladies of James I's Court, disguised as
a page. His subsequent highly romantic history does not
belong to Kenilworth, which was bought for James I's son,
Prince Henry. Both James I and Charles I stayed at Kenil-
worth, but it is sad that after the splendours of its past the
end should have come at the hands of Colonel Hawkesworth,
instructed by Cromwell to destroy the Castle. And so the
lovely building was blown up, the lead roofs melted down, the
lake drained and the land disparked. Only the gate house
remained in its original state and there in one of the rooms is
an alabaster fireplace with the monogram of Elizabeth and the
arms of Dudley side by side, while an inscription somewhat
inappropriately tells us that his virtues live beyond the grave.
Yet even the ruins of Kenilworth give some picture of the
Castle, which was part medieval stronghold and part Eliza-
bethan mansion.
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